
U.S. History Name:  
Essential and Higher Order Questions Chapters 18-22 (part 1) 

 
The Politics of Protest, 1960-1980 | Lesson 1: Students and the Counterculture 

1. What new ideas were a reaction to the conformity of the 1950s?  
 
 
2. Why was there such a backlash against conformity in the 1960s?  
 
 

The Politics of Protest, 1960-1980 | Lesson 2: The Feminist Movement 
3. How did women assert their aspirations for equality in American society? 
 
 
4. Why were some women against the Feminism Movement in America? 
 
 

The Politics of Protest, 1960-1980 | Lesson 3: Latino Americans Organize 
5. How did the Hispanic community demonstrate their desire for Civil Rights in America? 
 
 
6. Why would the government start the Bracero Movement in America after World War II? 
 
 
7. What programs were set up in America in order to help the new Hispanic immigrants? 
 
 
8. How does the Hispanic Civil Rights Movement compare to the African American Civil Rights Movement?  
 
 

Politics and Economics, 1968-1980 | Lesson 4: New Approaches to Civil Rights 
9. How did the Native American community demonstrate their desire for Civil Rights in America? 
 
 
10. How did Americans with Disabilities demonstrate their desire for Civil Rights in America? 
 
 
11. Do you believe that America still needs to have Affirmative Action in order to make employment and opportunity for 

higher education available to all minorities? 
 
 
12. Why do you think the many minorities decided to try to achieve equal rights during the late 1960s and 1970s? 
 
 

Politics and Economics, 1968-1980 | Lesson 1: The Nixon Administration 
13. How did Richard Nixon respond to Communism? 
 
 
14. Why did Richard Nixon have such a different response to Communism than previous Presidents? 
 
 

 
 



Politics and Economics, 1968-1980 | Lesson 2: The Watergate Scandal 
15. What event forced Richard Nixon to resign from the office of the President? 
 
 
16. Why is there a lasting legacy of distrust of the government after Richard Nixon resigns? 
 
 

Politics and Economics, 1968-1980 | Lesson 3: Ford and Carter 
17. What events happened under Gerald Ford's short time as President? 
 
 
18. What were the major foreign issues that Jimmy Carter had to deal with during his Presidency? 
 
 
19. Why was the election of Jimmy Carter in 1976 seen as a win for the "non-politician"? 
 
 
20. Why would the Iranian terrorists not release the hostages until the inauguration of Ronald Reagan? 
 
 

Resurgence of Conservatism, 1980-1992 | Lesson 1: The New Conservatism 
21. Who are the liberals and conservatives? 
 
 
22. Why are some people conservatives and others liberals? 
 
 
23. What role did the Moral Majority play in politics? 
 
 
24. Why did the rise of the televangelists lead to the creation of the Moral Majority in the 1980s? 
 
 

Resurgence of Conservatism, 1980-1992 | Lesson 2: The Reagan Years 
25. What were the economic issues Ronald Reagan had to deal with in his presidency? 
 
 
26. Why did Reaganomics not work when put into practice? 
 
 
27. What were the major foreign issues that Ronald Reagan had to deal with in his presidency? 
 
 
28. Why did Ronald Reagan push for the creation of the Strategic Defense Initiative or Star Wars? 
 
 
29. What was the event(s) that finally finished the Cold War? 
 
 

Resurgence of Conservatism, 1980-1992 | Lesson 3: Life in the 1980s 
30. How did the AIDS epidemic change the cultural of the 1980s entirely? 
 
 



U.S. History Name:  
Essential and Higher Order Questions Chapters 18-22 (part 2) 

 
Resurgence of Conservatism, 1980-1992 | Lesson 4: The End of the Cold War 

31. What were some foreign issues that George Bush had to deal with during his presidency? 
 
 
32. Why was America involved in the Persian Gulf War and was it justified? 
 
 

A Time of Change, 1980-2000 | Lesson 1: The Clinton Years 
33. What were the domestic policies and issues of Bill Clinton's presidency? 
 
 
34. How did Bill Clinton try to help broker peace in the Middle East in the late 1990s? 
 
 
35. Why was it commonly said that Hillary Clinton also ran the country while Bill Clinton was President? 
 
 
36. Why was Bill Clinton impeached, but not removed from office. Did it damage his legacy as a President? 
 
 

A Time of Change, 1980-2000 | Lesson 3: Technology and Globalization 
37. What new technology was created in the late 1970s and 1980s and what were there impact on society? 
 
 
38. Why and how did the creation of the internet change the world as we know it? 
 
 
39. What was behind the new push for environmental controls in the late 1990s? 
 
 
40. Why were countries becoming more concerned about their environments? 
 
 

America’s Challenges for a New Century, 2001-Present | Lesson 1: Bush’s Global Changes 
41. Explain the controversy behind the election of 2000 and Florida's part in it. 
 
 
42. Why did Florida play such a huge part in the election of 2000? 
 
 
43. What caused the rise in terrorism in the 2000s? 
 
 

America’s Challenges for a New Century, 2001-Present | Lesson 2: Focusing on Afghanistan and Iraq 
44. Why did George W. Bush declare war on Iraq when the terrorist were not from Iraq? 
 
 

 
 
 



America’s Challenges for a New Century, 2001-Present | Lesson 3: Domestic Challenges 
45. What domestic issues were occurring under George W. Bush's presidency? 
 
 
46. Did the United States government do enough for the victims of Hurricane Katrina or could more have been done? 

Why? 
 
 
47. What was the issue with the treatment of terrorist being held by American troops? 
 
 
48. Why were the prisoners being held in Abu Ghraib prison and Guantanamo Bay treated so poorly? 
 
 

America’s Challenges for a New Century, 2001-Present | Lesson 4: The Obama Presidency 
49. What event(s) made the election of 2008 so controversial? 
 
 
50. Why was the election of 2008 such a momentous occasion? 
 
 
51. What was the reaction that occurred in the mid-term elections of 2010? 
 
 
52. Why did the voters feel like there needed to be a change in government in the 2010 mid-term elections?  


